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GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES
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Using Research

Databases
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 NSF, NIH, and Research
databases.

The Difference between
the NSF and the NIH



Pivot, Dimensions, and
Faculty Insights

RESOURCES TO
HELP STRATEGIZE
YOUR PROPOSALS



WHAT IS
PIVOT?
Pivot is a comprehensive database of
funding opportunities.

It includes grants, fellowships, and
awards across all disciplines.

Because it’s comprehensive, you can
find funding opportunities in one place.

It’s owned by ProQuest. Mizzou faculty
have access for free.

In total, it contains more than $131
billion in funding opportunities



WHAT IS PIVOT?



HOW TO
USE PIVOT

Create an account
Set up your profile
Search for funding
Find potential collaborators 



CREATE AN ACCOUNT



SETUP YOUR PROFILE



USING PIVOT’S
SEARCH FUNCTION
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USING PIVOT’S SEARCH
FUNCTION



USING PIVOT’S
SEARCH FUNCTION



PIVOT’S ADVANCED SEARCH



PIVOT’S SEARCH RESULTS
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PIVOT’S SEARCH RESULTS



PIVOT’S TRACKING AND ALERTS
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PIVOT’S TRACKING AND ALERTS



PIVOT AND PROXIES



PIVOT FOR FINDING COLLABORATORS



PIVOT’S ADVANCED SEARCH



Find funding opportunities, similar projects and potential
collaborators, perform competitive intelligence, due dillegence,

and more. 

DIMENSIONS



WHAT IS DIMENSIONS?
An expansive research database

Find funding opportunities

Dimensions’ database includes: grants, publications,
datasets, analytical views, policy documents, clinical trials,
patents, and even online mentions of specific articles. 

Because Dimensions is meant to be a one-stop database
for your research needs, it lists funding opportunities
found nationally and internationally. 

Perform competitive intelligence
and due diligence
Access to research trends, summaries, patent activity,
trust markers, overviews, repositories, and ongoing
research projects from both public and private funders
allows you to keep a competitive edge as you develop
your proposals.  
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DIMENSIONS ANALYTICS



DIMENSIONS ANALYTICS



Finding researchers, research, and potential collaborators at the
University of Missouri

FACULTY INSIGHT



WHERE TO FIND FACULTY INSIGHT



NAVIGATING FACULTY INSIGHT
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Using NIH tools and data to strategize
your funding search

NIH’S REPORT/ER 



WHAT IS NIH’S REPORT? Goals of RePORT

Can Be Used to Find Funded
Research Projects in Areas
Similar to Yours

·Gather all NIH data and reports
·Make these data easily accessible to the public
·Highlight the links between NIH funding and research
results and products

See what’s already been funded
Get additional background information on prior
research 
Identify collaborators
Find projects that awarded under similar previous
FOAs

One place that houses all data on funded NIH
programs.
Intended to uphold NIH’s commitment to public
accountability in carrying out its scientific
mission.
·The research portfolio (RePORT) website
provides access to reports, data, and analyses
of NIH research activities, including
expenditures and the results (RePORTER) of
supported research.



NIH’S REPORT INCLUDES REPORTER
Information is included from NIH, extramural and
intramural programs since 1985.

Including patents, publications, and other
research outcomes.

RePORTER is the search function for RePORT. It
includes expenditures and results.
Updated weekly with newly funded grants.
Projects supported by other components of the
Department of Health and Human Services.

ACF, AHRQ, CDC, FDA
Projects supported by the VA.
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REPORTER’S ADVANCED SEARCH FUNCTION

Advanced projects search allows you to use precisely defined searches.
Uses most common query searches.
It can be a good way to find one or two specific projects, or an exact list.

Contains 20 search fields



REPORTER’S ADVANCED SEARCH FUNCTION
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REPORTER’S ADVANCED SEARCH FUNCTION



REPORTER SEARCH RESULTS PAGE
Funded projects are listed by title, project number, principal investigator, organization, associated IC and funding
allocated. 

There are also charting and mapping tools to explore a large number of projects

If you find results you like, you can save, export or share the search. 
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REPORTER’S INTERACTIVE CHART FOR SEARCH RESULTS



REPORTER’S INTERACTIVE MAP FOR SEARCH RESULTS



NIH’S REPORT INCLUDES REPORTER
Funded projects are listed by title, project number, principal investigator, organization, associated IC and funding
allocated. 

There are also charting and mapping tools to explore a large number of projects

If you find results you like, you can save, export or share the search. 



Finding projects like yours that have already been funded,
potential collaborators, or find which Program Officials or study

panels may be appropriate for your research

NIH’S
MATCHMAKER



WHAT IS
MATCHMAKER?

Matchmaker attempts to match keywords and
concepts with similarly funded projects in NIH’s
database. 

Unlike typical search engines, Matchmaker
works best with a large amount of text. For
example, a full abstract or researcher biography

It utilizes a special algorithm looks for key terms
and concepts in a description. It then creates a
“fingerprint” of that project it and compares it to
the NIH research portfolio. 
.
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NIH vs. the NSF

FINDING THE
RIGHT FUNDER



NSF MISSION:

“To promote the progress of science; to
advance the national health, prosperity,
and welfare; and to secure the national
defense; and for other purposes.”



NSF’S BIG 10 IDEAS
 Future of Work at the Human-
Technology Frontier

1.

Growing Convergence Research2.
Harnessing the Data Revolution3.
Mid-scale Research Infrastructure4.
Navigating the New Arctic5.
Quantum Leap6.
Understanding the Rules of Life7.
Windows on the Universe8.
 NSF 20269.
NSF INCLUDES10.

https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/human_tech.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/human_tech.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/convergent.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/infrastructure.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/arctic.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/quantum.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/life.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/universe.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/nsf2026.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/includes.jsp


“seek fundamental knowledge
about the nature and behavior of
living systems and the application
of that knowledge to enhance
health, lengthen life, and reduce
illness and disability.”

VS. THE NIH:



NIH CENTERS
AND INSTITUTES

The NIH is made of 27 various institutes and centers. Each one
focuses on a different aspect of human health. 

Examples can be the National Cancer Institute, the National
Institute on Aging, and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute. 

Each of these institutes may have their own funding
mechanisms, or their own standards and protocols for
submissions. Not all institutes offer the same mechanisms

For a list of all NIH instutes and centers, you can click here..

https://www.nih.gov/institutes-nih/list-institutes-centers


and where to find them

UNDERSTANDING
NSF FUNDING

OPPORTUNITIES 



WHAT KIND OF RESEARCH
DOES THE NSF FUND?
The NSF funds basic science research

Basic science can be characterized as:
Research questions grounded in a broad theoretical framework
Uses scientifically sounded research methods
Results contribute to theoretical knowledge 

It does not fund:
Clinical research
Applied research

It does fund qualitative research. 



TYPES OF NSF PROPOSALS
AND AWARDS
There are several types of awards:

Standard or “regular” research grants
CAREER (New Investigator) Awards
RAPID, EAGER awards
Doctoral Dissertation Research (DDRIs/DDRIGs)

Community Building
Workshop/conferences
Research Coordination Networks (RCNs)

Training
Post-doctoral fellowships
Research traineeships (NRTs)
and more

As well as awards for equipment, travel, and funding for centers and facilities



HOW THE NSF ANNOUNCES
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Program descriptions, program
solicitations or announcements

Dear Colleague Letters

Broad Agency Announcements

01

02

NSF encourages the submission of proposals to specific
program areas of interest. These can take a more general
form as program descriptions and program
announcements, or a more focused form as solicitations.
Solicitations normally only apply for a limited period of
time, while program descriptions/announcements are
longer lasting.

Dear Colleague Letters are used to advertise opportunities
for supplements to existing awards and to announce NSF's
interest in receiving proposals in specific topical areas.

NSF uses broad agency announcements to invite the
submission of proposals for some of its use-inspired
research and innovation priorities.

NSF announces its funding opportunities on the
NSF website and on Grants.gov.

NSF funding opportunities can take several forms. 

03

https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities
https://www.grants.gov/search-grants.html?agencyCode=NSF


NSF DIRECTORATES
Each directorate encompasses a distinct area of research.

5
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NSF’S SEARCH FUNCTIONS
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and where to find them using NIH
Guide

UNDERSTANDING
NIH FUNDING

OPPORTUNITIES



FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS (FOAS)
NIH announces funding opportunities by using FOAs.

There are three types of FOAs:
Requests for applications (RFAs)
Parent Announcements
Program Announcements (PAs)

Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs) are becoming more common.



REQUESTS FOR
APPLICATIONS (RFAS)

Narrowly defined funds

Participating centers use “set-aside” funds in their budget to fund RFAs
The number of awards and amount of total funding can be found in
the FOA’s award information. 

Often have a single receipt date and may not be posted again



PARENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Many institutes and ICs (centers) participate in parent announcements.

They’re intended for investigator-initiated” or “unsolicited” research.

They don’t specify an area of research. They simply provide
infrastructure and information needed to submit a proposal.

They use a standard due date schedule that defines three submission,
review, and award cycles per year.

Are posted for up to three years, and then reissued.



PARENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent Announcements can be used for many things:

Research
Fellowship
Career development
Training
Administrative supplements
Post award administrative actions

Parent Announcements may also use a different FOA if applicants can
propose clinical trials.



PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS
(PAS)

Highlight a specific area of focus.
Typically on-going and awarded in increments of three years.
They use a standard schedule, like Parent Announcements.
There are special types of PAs

PAR: Program Announcements with a special receipt, referral, or
review for consideration. 
PAS: Program announcements with set-aside funds.



NOTICES OF SPECIAL
INTEREST (NOSIS)

Highlight a specific area of scientific interest.
Refers users to existing FOAs to use for application submission.

These are often parent announcements with application information.
Increasingly used instead of program announcements. 

NOSIs include unique aspects of the funding opportunity.
Designated FOAs include the standard grant application information.



Using NIH Guide

WHERE TO FIND
FUNDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FIND NIH FUNDING
·All FOAs are found on the NIH Guide for Grants & Contracts,

or NIH Guide for short. 



FIND NIH FUNDING
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QUESTIONS?
You can also contact the Professional Development Team:

muresearchprodev@missouri.edu

mailto:muresearchprodev@missouri.edu


THANK YOU!
Contact the Professional Development Team: muresearchprodev@missouri.edu

Come see us in 304 Jesse Hall

mailto:muresearchprodev@missouri.edu


ADDITIONAL AND COVERED RESOURCES
Upcoming Professional Development Workshops, Fall 2024

Register for the Upcoming Dimensions Webinar

NSF’s Big 10 Ideas

Faculty Insight via the Office of the Provost

SPA’s Pivot Guide

NIH Guide for Contracts & Grants

NSF Youtube Page

NIH Youtube Page

Dimensiosns Youtube Page

Research Analytics Overview of Dimensions

Pivot Search Tips

Subscribe to NIH’s Weekly Grants Newsletter

https://research.missouri.edu/professional-development/upcoming-workshops#:~:text=October%20is%20Research%20Analytics%20Month!
https://umsystem.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItdeqsrDguGdW_cgT8nTaX4yn83RjY9jsu#/registration
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/
https://provost.missouri.edu/faculty-affairs/faculty-insights/
https://research.missouri.edu/sponsored-programs-administration/pivot-funding-opportunities-database
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/nsfinnovationiip
https://www.youtube.com/user/NIHOD
https://www.youtube.com/@dimensions8879
https://research.missouri.edu/research-analytics/dimensions-mu
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Pivot/Knowledge_Articles/Funding/040Pivot_Funding%3A_Search_Tips
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/subscribe.htm

