
Research Impact Fellowship Program: Growing Your Research Impact Through Youth and Family Engagement
Call for Applications

The Research Impact Fellowship Program is designed to provide training and funding for a select group of faculty and staff who are engaged in research and interested in developing and/or revising existing experiences for the 2027 Columbia Young Scientist Expo (described below). The primary goal of this program is to facilitate the design of high-quality, hands-on learning experiences for Expo attendees rooted in evidence-based practices from developmental science. Program participants will receive $1,500 in project development funds, training in youth engagement and experiential STEM learning, and individualized support to design and refine an appropriate age activity connected to their research. Program participants are encouraged to form a research team inclusive of undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral scholars to collaborate in these training experiences. Research teams will participate in regular structured reflections while receiving feedback from their peers and the program directors.  Although formation of a research team is strongly encouraged, it is not a requirement; faculty/staff may choose to participate alone. The program will build capacity for public engagement and broader impacts, increase access to authentic STEM experiences for youth, and create reusable research-based activities that can support future outreach and broader impact efforts. Prior facilitation of an activity at the Columbia Young Scientist Expo is not required. 
The Columbia Young Scientists Expo, an annual event hosted by The Connector, promotes STEM for people of all ages by connecting youth and families with science and technology research on the University of Missouri campus. Science enthusiasts of all ages can explore a variety of booths featuring research and technology activities from scientists in Missouri.
Eligibility 
· Eligible applicants are full-time faculty (tenure or non-tenure track) of any rank and staff with an active research program. Graduate students and postdoctoral scholars may not apply but can be included in the research team to participate in program training and workshops.
· Applicants are only permitted to serve on a research team for one application. Applicants may not serve as team members on additional proposals.

Expectations of Selected Research Teams
If selected, research teams* will be required to participate in:
· A training on best practices in designing quality youth programming – November 16th, 2026 4-6PM
· The 2027 Columbia Young Scientist Expo – February 27th, 2027 1-4:30PM 
· Reflection activities after the Expo
· A workshop where teams will iteratively revise their activity – April19th, 2027 4-6PM
· A culminating experience with children and families where final activities will be delivered - May 20th, 2027 5-7PM
· And additional consultations as necessary.

In addition, research teams may be asked to participate in research and evaluation related to participation in the Research Impact Fellowship Program.

Although an initial activity idea must be presented at the time of application, it is expected that selected research teams will revise and change their specific plans based on program participation.

*It is expected that faculty/staff applying to the program participate in all activities listed above. We strongly encourage full research teams, inclusive of students and postdoctoral scholars, to attend all events as well, but this is not required.

Allowable Costs 
Funds may be used for costs necessary to plan and execute the proposed Expo experience and any revisions (consistent with university and state rules) including: 
· Equipment
· Materials and supplies

All funds must be spent prior to the culminating event on May 20th, 2027.

Unallowable Costs 

Funds may not be used for:
· Salary/personnel costs (including students/postdoctoral scholars)
· Transportation/travel
· Meeting-related expenses (including food)

Application and Award Timeline
· Application deadline: October 16th, 2026
· Decisions will be communicated no later than November 1st, 2026.

Submission Directions 
· Application materials include: 1) research team profile, 2) proposed activity description, 3) planned use of funds, and 4) program interest statement (all described below)
· All responses will be submitted through an online form. The specific questions you are required to respond to are included below. You are encouraged to draft your responses prior to uploading them to the form.

Application Instructions 
 
Research Team Profile
The following questions are provided on the application form:
1. Faculty/staff name who will serve as the team lead
2. Department and position/rank of faculty/staff serving as team lead
3. Email address of faculty/staff who will serve as the team lead
4. List of participating team members (e.g., students, postdoctoral scholars, other faculty collaborators – it is not a requirement to have a research team, although it is strongly encouraged; faculty/staff may choose to participate alone)
5. Have you hosted an activity at the Columbia Young Scientist Expo in the past? YES/NO (prior participation not required)
a. If yes, how many years have you participated?
6. Did you previously attend the virtual “Designing Quality Youth Programs” training? YES/NO/UNSURE
7. Are you able to attend all trainings, workshops, and program activities listed in the call for applications? YES/NO
a. If no, please explain.

Proposed Activity Description
1. In no more than 300 words, please briefly describe your program of research and which aspect(s) of that research you are interested in sharing with children and families at the Columbia Young Scientist Expo.
2. In no more than 400 words, explain your ideas for a hands-on experience for showcasing your research for children and families at the Columbia Young Scientist Expo. This experience should be suited for a large audience of children and families (children typically range in age from 3-12 years), designed to be delivered in a small space (e.g., 8’ table), and intended to meaningfully engage families for a short period of time (e.g., similar to a vendor fair or science museum exhibit).

Planned Use of Funds
1. Please provide a budget and brief justification for how you plan to use program funds. You should account for both the initial design of your experience as well as any costs associated with revisions after the Expo.
 
Program Interest Statement
· In no more than 300 words, describe why you are interested in participating in the Research Impact Fellowship Program. What do you hope to learn and/or gain by participating in this program?
 
For questions or assistance contact The Connector team at muresearchprodev@missouri.edu. They will route your requests to the appropriate member of the Research Impact Fellowship leadership team. 

	
	
	



