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University of Missouri-Columbia
Human Research Protection Program/Institutional Review Board
Appeals of IRB Decisions Policy


1.0 [bookmark: purpose]Purpose

This policy describes the process by which an investigator can appeal a decision of the IRB.

2.0 [bookmark: scope]Scope

The SOP applies to all human subject research falling under the purview of the University of Missouri Institutional Review Board.

3.0 [bookmark: proc]Policy/Procedure

If the IRB decides to disapprove a research study/application, require modifications, suspend, or terminate a study, it will include in its written notification the reasons for its decisions and give the investigator an opportunity to respond in writing and appeal an IRB decision.

If the IRB determines certain study events resulted in serious noncompliance, continuing noncompliance, and/or an unanticipated problem, it will include in its written notification the reasons for its determination and give the investigator an opportunity to respond in writing and appeal the IRB determination.

An IRB decision/determination can only be appealed to the convened board. A written appeal must be submitted to the IRB office no later than 20 days after receiving the written IRB decision/determination.

The investigator may be invited by a Chair or designee to attend the full board meeting and/or meet with them prior to the meeting at which the appeal is presented. The investigator may be invited for purposes of answering questions posed by the board members. The investigator would be required to leave the meeting prior to board discussion and vote on the issue.

If the appeal is denied, the board decision/determination cannot be overridden by another party. The investigator will receive written documentation regarding the outcome of the appeal within 30 days of the board meeting at which it was presented. 

The IRB always retains the final authority for approval of proposed research with human subjects.

Effective and Revision Dates:
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Approved By: Michele Kennett, JD, MSN, LLM, PhD, Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Institutional Official
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